A STUDY REFLECTION ON LUKE’S GOSPEL

SESSION TWO:   LUKE 1:5-25
GABRIEL VISITS ZECHARIAH
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

THE TEXT: 
LUKE 1:5-25  (NRSV) 
GABRIEL VISITS ZECHARIAH
[Luke 1:5] 
In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 

priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.

[Luke 1:6] 
Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the 



commandments and regulations of the Lord.

[Luke 1:7] 
But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.

[Luke 1:8] 
Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty,

[Luke 1:9] 
he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the 

Lord and offer incense.

[Luke 1:10] 
Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside.

[Luke 1:11] 
Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of 


incense.

[Luke 1:12] 
When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him.

[Luke 1:13] 
But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your 

wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John.

[Luke 1:14] 
You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth,

[Luke 1:15] 
for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even 


before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit.

[Luke 1:16]
He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.

[Luke 1:17] 
With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their 

children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared 

for the Lord."

[Luke 1:18] 
Zechariah said to the angel, "How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife 

is getting on in years."

[Luke 1:19] 
The angel replied, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak 

to you and to bring you this good news.

[Luke 1:20] 
But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will 

become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur."

[Luke 1:21] 
Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary.

[Luke 1:22] 
When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision 

in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak.

[Luke 1:23] 
When his time of service was ended, he went to his home.

[Luke 1:24] 
After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. 

She said,

[Luke 1:25] 
"This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and took away the 

disgrace I have endured among my people."
QUIETLY RE-READ THESE VERSES & THINK ABOUT THEM

What is happening in the reading?    What key words speak to you?   

REFLECTION ON LUKE 1:5-25
If you go to Ireland to the city of Dublin and to Trinity College, you can see the Book of Kells, displayed in a special exhibition. This wonderfully ornamented manuscript of the gospels dates around 800ad. The people who arrange the exhibition don’t let you see the gospels themselves straight away. Wisely they lead you past several other very old books, which prepare you step by step for the great treasure itself. By the time you reach the heart of the exhibition you have already thought your way back to the world of Celtic Christianity and the monks who spent their life painstakingly copying out parts of the bible. 
Luke has done something similar in the opening of his gospel. His story is principally about Jesus but is not mentioned in the first 30 verses and Jesus is not born until well into the story. Luke is going to tell us about Mary’s extraordinary pregnancy and Jesus’ birth, but he needs to prepare our minds and hearts for this story. So he tells the story of Zechariah and Elizabeth. This couple is well past child bearing age, but they are going to have a son in a time when barren women are mocked. This story reminds us of Abraham and Sarah.  There is a cosmic encounter between Zechariah and the angel Gabriel. A son is going to be born to prepare Israel for the coming divine visitation.  The child to be born, John, will play a key role in God’s fulfillment of his promises. 
Zechariah and Elizabeth are not expecting this. They were simple, devote people going about their regular business. They were “righteous” is God’s sight, keeping the law and devoted to God. Zechariah becomes speechless when he doubts the angel, Elizabeth becomes pregnant, and the story prepares us for the birth of Jesus himself. God works through ordinary people. The drama is the story of God, the world and us.



(Notes adapted from LUKE FOR EVERYONE by TOM WRIGHT SPCK 2001)

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Have you ever felt an angel watching you? Do you believe in Angels?

2. What is one of the most significant tasks you have had to perform? 

What do you remember about doing it?
3. What do you learn about Zechariah and his wife?  Why is this couple important?  

4. Is there a significance in that Elizabeth is barren?  Is there a significance in Zechariah being a priest?

5. Zechariah’s question in verse 18 seems quite natural – why do you think the angel was so severe? What does it say about God?  Have you ever doubted God?
6. What do you need to believe more and doubt less? 
CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

HOME WORK

Please read 
LUKE 1:26-56
