A STUDY REFLECTION ON LUKE’S GOSPEL

SESSION THREE:   LUKE 1:26-56
ANNUNCIATION & MAGNIFICAT
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

THE TEXT: 
LUKE 1:26-56  (NRSV) 
ANNUNCIATION & MAGNIFICAT
[Luke 1:26] 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,

[Luke 1:27] 
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's 

name was Mary.

[Luke 1:28] 
And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you."

[Luke 1:29] 
But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.

[Luke 1:30] 
The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.

[Luke 1:31] 
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.

[Luke 1:32] 
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 

the throne of his ancestor David.

[Luke 1:33] 
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."

[Luke 1:34] 
Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"

[Luke 1:35] 
The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.

[Luke 1:36] 
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 

month for her who was said to be barren.

[Luke 1:37] 
For nothing will be impossible with God."

[Luke 1:38] 
Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." 

Then the angel departed from her.

[Luke 1:39] 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,

[Luke 1:40] 
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.

[Luke 1:41] 
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 

with the Holy Spirit

[Luke 1:42] 
and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb.

[Luke 1:43] 
And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?

[Luke 1:44] 
For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.

[Luke 1:45] 
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by 

the Lord."

[Luke 1:46]
And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord,

[Luke 1:47] 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

[Luke 1:48] 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations 

will call me blessed;

[Luke 1:49] 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.

[Luke 1:50] 
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.

[Luke 1:51] 
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.

[Luke 1:52] 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;

[Luke 1:53] 
he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.

[Luke 1:54] 
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,

[Luke 1:55] 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants 


forever."

[Luke 1:56] 
And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.
QUIETLY RE-READ THESE VERSES & THINK ABOUT THEM

What is happening in the reading?    What key words speak to you?   

REFLECTION ON LUKE 1:26-56
The story makes clear that Jesus was conceived in Mary’s womb before she had sexual relations. Many people today find this impossible to believe. We now know the precise mechanics of contraception and birth. Yet the virgin birth is told by both Matthew and Luke in their gospels. It is important to stress that the story says nothing about Mary remaining a virgin after Jesus’ birth. What the authors are reporting is that Jesus did not have a father in the ordinary way because Mary had been given special grace to be the mother of God’s incarnate self. Luke has no thought that this might make Jesus somehow less fully human. 
The angel explains the event – the Holy Spirit will come upon Mary, enabling her to do more than she could by her self and the ‘power of the Most High’ will overshadow her. More importantly is the political or royal meaning Luke gives the event. The child born will be the Messiah, the king of the house of David. God promised David a descendant who would reign for ever. 

Mary responds to the news with her song called the ‘magnificat’ (The first word in latin is “Magnificat”) This is one of the most famous songs in Christianity. It has been whispered in monasteries, chanted in cathedrals, recited in small remote churches by evening candlelight and set to music with trumpets and kettledrums by J.S Bach.  
It is the gospel before the gospel, a fierce bright shout of triumph. It is all about God and it is because of Jesus – who’s only just been conceived, not yet born, but who made Elisabeth’s baby leap of joy.  It made Mary giddy with excitement and hope and triumph. Mary and Elizabeth shared a dream that one day all that the prophets had said would come true. One day Israel’s God would do what he said he would do. Mary and Elizabeth, like many Jews of their time, searched the scriptures, soaked themselves in the psalms and prophetic writings which spoke of mercy, hope, fulfillment, revolution, victory over evil and God coming to the rescue at last. All of this is poured into the song. Almost all is a biblical quotation such as Mary would have known from childhood. Much echoes the song of Hannah in 1 Samuel 2, a song which celebrates the birth of Samuel and all that God is going to do through him. 
This is all part of Luke’s scene setting for what will follow, as the two boys grow up and really do become the agents of God’s long promised revolution, the victory over the powers of evil. 

Underneath all this is a celebration of God. God has taken the initiative – God the Lord, the savior, the powerful one, the holy one, the merciful one, the faithful one. God is the ultimate reason to celebrate.




(Notes adapted from LUKE FOR EVERYONE by TOM WRIGHT SPCK 2001)

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1.  How does what Gabriel says about Jesus compare to what he said about John the Baptist? 

2. Why did God chose a virgin birth to fulfil his plan?

3. Do you need to believe that nothing is impossible to God?

4. Why did Mary visit Elizabeth? 

5. Does God speak to you? 

6. What are the attributes of God in Mary’s song?   Mary praises God – do we praise God?
CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

HOME WORK

Please read 
LUKE 1:57-80
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