A STUDY REFLECTION ON LUKE’S GOSPEL

SESSION FOUR:   LUKE 1:57-80
ZECHARIAH’S SONG OF PRAISE
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

THE TEXT: 
LUKE 1:57-80  (NRSV) 
ZECHARIAH’S SONG OF PRAISE
[Luke 1:57]
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son.

[Luke 1:58] 
Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they 

rejoiced with her.

[Luke 1:59] 
On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 


Zechariah after his father.

[Luke 1:60] 
But his mother said, "No; he is to be called John."

[Luke 1:61] 
They said to her, "None of your relatives has this name."

[Luke 1:62] 
Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him.

[Luke 1:63] 
He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, "His name is John." And all of them were amazed.

[Luke 1:64]
 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising 

God.

[Luke 1:65] 
Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire 

hill country of Judea.

[Luke 1:66] 
All who heard them pondered them and said, "What then will this child become?" For, indeed, 

the hand of the Lord was with him.

[Luke 1:67] 
Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy:

[Luke 1:68] 
"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed 

them.

[Luke 1:69] 
He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David,

[Luke 1:70] 
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

[Luke 1:71]
that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.

[Luke 1:72] 
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy 


covenant,

[Luke 1:73] 
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us

[Luke 1:74] 
that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear,

[Luke 1:75]
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

[Luke 1:76] 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to 

prepare his ways,

[Luke 1:77] 
to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins.

[Luke 1:78] 
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us,

[Luke 1:79] 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 

way of peace."

[Luke 1:80] 
The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he 


appeared publicly to Israel.

QUIETLY RE-READ THESE VERSES & THINK ABOUT THEM

What is happening in the reading?    What key words speak to you?   

REFLECTION ON LUKE 1:57-80
Many people cannot imagine life without television, radio, newspapers, internet, email, iPods etc.  We are so used to them telling us what to think about all the time, that without it, some people become quite lost. 
Things were very different in Jesus’ time. People thought about the state of crops, the prospect of harvests. But behind these concerns were deeper concerns. Something is wrong with the world. People are suffering. Wicked foreigners have come with hatred in their eyes and swords in their hands and death and darkness has stalked the land. And behind that again was the sense of hope. Things will be put to right.  Zechariah is someone who has pondered the agony and hope for years and who now finds the two bubbling out of him as he looks in awe and delight at his baby son. 
The reading is a poem about God acting at last, finally doing what he promised. People had had their fill of hatred and oppression. One evil empire after another had trampled them underfoot, now at last God was going to deliver them. We can feel the long years of pain and sorrow, of darkness and death, overshadowing Zechariah’s mind. 

We can also feel the long years of quiet prayer and trust. God had made a covenant with Abraham. God had promised to send a new David. God had spoken of a prophet who would go ahead and prepare the way. All these things he had known, believed, prayed and longed for. Now they were to come true. 
Much of the poem can be read as a celebration of ‘political’ salvation. Zechariah’s poem is more than this with God’s mercy, the forgiveness of sins and the rescue from death which all point to a deeper salvation. 

Zechariah’s own story, of nine months of silence suddenly broken at the naming of the child, is a reflection on a smaller scale of what was going on in Israel of his day. Prophesy had been silent for a long time. Now it was going to burst out again to lead many back to a true allegiance to their God. What had begun as punishment for Zechariah’s lack of faith now turns to a new sign, a sign that God is doing a new thing. 



(Notes adapted from LUKE FOR EVERYONE by TOM WRIGHT SPCK 2001)

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Do you like your name? If you could change it – what would it be? 

2. What do you think the people meant when they said that the Lord’s hand was with John (verse 66)? Why would they say this? Is God’s hand with certain people today?
3.  If you were going to be a song writer, what songs would you write? Why?
4. Make a list of the things for which Zechariah praises God in this passage? What significance is there in each one of them?

5. What does it mean in verse 67 that Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit? 

6. How does Zechariah’s song or poem show God’s unfolding plan from Old Testament to the coming of the Messiah?

7. Have you ever felt empowered from the Holy Spirit for a special task? How has God’s plan of salvation unfolded in your life?  Who helped prepare the way? What were the key events? 

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

HOME WORK

Please read 
LUKE 2:1-20
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