A STUDY REFLECTION ON LUKE’S GOSPEL

SESSION FIVE:   LUKE 2:1-20
THE BIRTH OF JESUS
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

THE TEXT: 
LUKE 2:1-20  (NRSV) 
THE BIRTH OF JESUS
 [Luke 2:1]
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 


registered.

[Luke 2:2] 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.

[Luke 2:3] 
All went to their own towns to be registered.

[Luke 2:4] 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.

[Luke 2:5] 
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.

[Luke 2:6] 
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.

[Luke 2:7] 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

[Luke 2:8] 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.

[Luke 2:9] 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified.

[Luke 2:10] 
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of great joy 

for all the people:

[Luke 2:11] 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.

[Luke 2:12] 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 


manger."

[Luke 2:13] 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 


saying,

[Luke 2:14] 
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

[Luke 2:15] 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let 

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us."

[Luke 2:16] 
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

[Luke 2:17] 
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;

[Luke 2:18] 
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.

[Luke 2:19] 
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.

[Luke 2:20] 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them.
QUIETLY RE-READ THESE VERSES & THINK ABOUT THEM

What is happening in the reading?    What key words speak to you?   

REFLECTION ON LUKE 2:1-20
Tradition has Mary and Joseph knocking at an inn door, being told there is no room and then being offered the stable along with the animals. But the word ‘inn’ has several meanings and it is likely that they were on the ground floor of the house where people normally stayed upstairs. The ground floor housed the animals – hence the feeding trough but there is nothing to say that animals were there at the time. 
Luke mentions the feeding trough (manger)  three times in his story. This is because the feeding trough was the sign to the shepherds. It told them which baby they were looking for. And it showed that the angel knew what he was talking about. Here God comes down into the mess and muddle of real life. It was the shepherds who were told who this child was? This child is the savior, the messiah, the Lord. The manger is not important in itself. It is a sign post, a pointing finger, to identify the task of the baby boy who is lying in it. The shepherds, summoned in from their fields, are made privy to the news, so that Mary and Joseph, hearing it from an unexpected source, will have extra confirmation of what up to now has been their own secret. 
Historians have been puzzled about the census. The one taken when Quirinius was Governor was considerably later than Jesus’ birth and caused riots because the Jews resented being taxed by Rome. This was probably an earlier one and is still a puzzle to historians. Luke in this reading is making clear that the birth of this child is the beginning of a confrontation between the Kingdom of God and the kingdoms of the world. Augustus never heard of Jesus of Nazareth but within a century or so his successors in Rome had not only heard of him but were taking steps to obliterate his followers. Within just over three centuries the emperor himself became a Christian. 




(Notes adapted from LUKE FOR EVERYONE by TOM WRIGHT SPCK 2001)

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What do you like best about the Christmas season? Why? What do you like least about it?

2. What is the significance of the stable and manger as the birthplace of Jesus?
3. How does this story illustrate that God is in control of all human affairs?

4. How is the shepherd’s experience similar and different from Zechariah’s and Mary’s experience? How important was the angel’s message?  Why did he send the angels to shepherds?

5. How do you think Luke knew that Mary ‘treasured up all these things in her heart’? Whose perspective are we getting in Luke?

6. God appeared to Zechariah, Mary and the shepherds when they were doing their jobs and being themselves. How and when does God speak to you?

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

HOME WORK

Please read 
LUKE 2:21-40
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