A STUDY REFLECTION ON LUKE’S GOSPEL

SESSION SIX:   LUKE 2:21-40
SIMEON & ANNA
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

THE TEXT: 
LUKE 2:21-40  (NRSV) 
THE BIRTH OF JESUS
[Luke 2:21] 
After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the 

name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

[Luke 2:22] 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord

[Luke 2:23] 
(as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 

Lord"),

[Luke 2:24] 
and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of 


turtledoves or two young pigeons."

[Luke 2:25] 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 

devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.

[Luke 2:26] 
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 

the Lord's Messiah.

[Luke 2:27] 
Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law,

[Luke 2:28]
Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,

[Luke 2:29] 
"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word;

[Luke 2:30]
 for my eyes have seen your salvation,

[Luke 2:31] 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

[Luke 2:32] 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel."

[Luke 2:33] 
And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.

[Luke 2:34] 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling 

and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed

[Luke 2:35] 
so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed--and a sword will pierce your own soul too."

[Luke 2:36] 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 

great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage,

[Luke 2:37] 
then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with 

fasting and prayer night and day.

[Luke 2:38] 
At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 

were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

[Luke 2:39] 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 

their own town of Nazareth.

[Luke 2:40]
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
QUIETLY RE-READ THESE VERSES & THINK ABOUT THEM

What is happening in the reading?    What key words speak to you?   

REFLECTION ON LUKE 2:21-40
This story is about suffering. Simeon is waiting for God to comfort Israel. Anna is in touch with the people who are waiting for the redemption of Israel. They both live in a world of patient hope, where suffering has become a way of life. It now appears that God’s appointed redeemer will deal with this suffering by sharing it himself. Simeon speaks dark words about opposition, and about a sword that will pierce Mary’s heart as well. Luke is saying this is what will happen when the kingdom of God confronts the kingdom of the world. 
Luke invites us to watch, throughout the story, as the prophesies come true. Mary will look on in dismay as her son is rejected by the very city to which he offered the way of peace, by the very people he came to rescue. Finally, the child who is, as Simeon says, ‘placed here to make many in Israel fall and rise again’, himself passes through death and into resurrection, taking with him the hope and fears of the city, the nation and the world. 
Luke colours in the picture with dark notes of suffering, but he is also showing that the kingdom brought in by this baby is not for Israel only, but for the whole world.  Simeon had grasped the truth at the heart of the Old Testament.  All nations, not just the Jews, will see what God is unveiling – a plan of salvation for all people without distinction. “A light for revelation to the nations…” This is not the sort of revelation the world was expecting.
Luke introduces a human dimension to the story, someone readers can identify with. We have an old man and woman, waiting their turn to die, worshipping God night and day and praying for the salvation of his people. 




(Notes adapted from LUKE FOR EVERYONE by TOM WRIGHT SPCK 2001)

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1.  Who is one person who made you special when you were growing up? How did they make you feel good? 
2. Why do you think God gave Simeon and Anna this special privilege? Who are they and what are their roles?  What are their messages? 

3. Why did Luke include verse 40. How important is Jesus’ childhood? Why did the gospel writers not include more of Jesus’ childhood?

4. What does this story reveal about the parents of Jesus? Did they understand what was going on?
5. How open are you to God’s will for your life at the moment?

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

HOME WORK

Please read 
LUKE 2:41-52
Anglican Parish of Christ Church Essendon 
Page 1

