A STUDY REFLECTION ON LUKE’S GOSPEL

SESSION SEVEN:   LUKE 2:41-52
THE BOY JESUS
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

THE TEXT: 
LUKE 2:41-52  (NRSV) 
THE BOY JESUS
[Luke 2:41] 
Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover.

[Luke 2:42] 
And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival.

[Luke 2:43] 
When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 


Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it.

[Luke 2:44] 
Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to 

look for him among their relatives and friends.

[Luke 2:45] 
When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him.

[Luke 2:46] 
After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 

asking them questions.

[Luke 2:47] 
And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.

 [Luke 2:48] 
When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why have 

you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety."
[Luke 2:49] 
He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 


Father's house?"

[Luke 2:50] 
But they did not understand what he said to them.

[Luke 2:51] 
Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother 

treasured all these things in her heart.

[Luke 2:52] 
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

QUIETLY RE-READ THESE VERSES & THINK ABOUT THEM

What is happening in the reading?    What key words speak to you?   

REFLECTION ON LUKE 2:41-52
The first remarkable thing about this story is that Mary and Joseph were happy to set off home with their large group from Galilee without checking that Jesus was with them. That tells us a lot about the kind of world they lived in, where extended families of kinsfolk and friends lived together in a close knit mutual trust. They were safe in the group, but when they returned to Jerusalem without the rest of the party, the city was a large and potentially dangerous place, full of dark alleys and strange people, soldiers and traders, not a place where one would be happy to leave one’s son for a few days.
The agony of Mary & Joseph, searching for three days, contrasts sharply with the calm response of Jesus when they find him. Mary blurts out an accusation, perhaps tinged with that mixture of guilt and relief that most parents recognize. Instead of saying, as she might have,  ‘How could I have done this to you, leaving you behind like that?’,  she says, ‘How could you do this to us?’  Jesus accepts no blame, and indeed issues a gentle rebuke that speaks volumes. ‘Your father and I’, says Mary,’ have been searching for you.’ Jesus responds, ‘I must be in my Father's house’ 

One of the best loved moments in Luke’s gospel is the story on the road to Emmaus in which two disciples are sharing their anguish over the three days that have elapsed since Jesus’ death. Jesus meets them and explains how it was necessary these things had to happen. Here is another couple, coming back to Jerusalem, finding after three days the Jesus they thought they had lost, and having him explain that ‘it was necessary, I had to do the father’s business’.  Finding Jesus normally involves surprise. Jesus does not do or say what Mary or Joseph, or the two on the road to Emmaus, were expecting. It is like that with us too. Every time we relax and think we have really understood Jesus, he will surprise us. Discipleship always involves the unexpected. 

At the heart of this story is Jesus in the temple. We have visited the temple quite a bit in Luke’s gospel: Zechariah’s vision, the meeting with Simeon & Anna and now Jesus entering in discussion with the teachers of the law. 

As we read this story prayerfully, we can identify with Mary and Joseph, and perhaps with Jesus, quietly asserting an independence of mind and vocation, while still returning home and living in obedience to Mary and Joseph. 



(Notes adapted from LUKE FOR EVERYONE by TOM WRIGHT SPCK 2001)

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1.  When we were a child were we ever lost? What happened?
2. What kind of relationship does Jesus seem to have with his parents? Is he disobedient? What does it tell us about Jesus’ priorities?

3. How much does Jesus know about his mission?  How much does his parents know?

4. This is the only episode from Jesus’ childhood that is recorded for us. Why did Luke include it?

5. How well did your parents understand you when you were growing up? How well did you understand them? If you could change anything what would you have done to make the relationship better?

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

HOME WORK

Please read 
LUKE 3:1-20
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