A STUDY REFLECTION ON LUKE’S GOSPEL

SESSION EIGHT:   LUKE 3:1-20
JOHN THE BAPTIST
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

THE TEXT: 
LUKE 3:1-20   (NRSV) 
JOHN THE BAPTIST
[Luke 3:1]
 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene,

[Luke 3:2] 
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 


Zechariah in the wilderness.

[Luke 3:3] 
He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins,

[Luke 3:4] 
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

[Luke 3:5] 
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked 

shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth;

[Luke 3:6] 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"

[Luke 3:7] 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who 


warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

[Luke 3:8] 
Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our 

ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.

[Luke 3:9]
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire."

[Luke 3:10] 
And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?"

[Luke 3:11] 
In reply he said to them, "Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 

whoever has food must do likewise."

[Luke 3:12] 
Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?"

[Luke 3:13] 
He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you."

[Luke 3:14] 
Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money 

from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages."

[Luke 3:15]
 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 

John, whether he might be the Messiah,

[Luke 3:16]
 John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful 

than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire.

[Luke 3:17] 
His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 

granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

[Luke 3:18] 
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

[Luke 3:19] 
But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother's wife, and 

because of all the evil things that Herod had done,

[Luke 3:20] 
added to them all by shutting up John in prison.
QUIETLY RE-READ THESE VERSES & THINK ABOUT THEM

What is happening in the reading?    What key words speak to you?   

REFLECTION ON LUKE 3:1-20
Imagine massive floods sweeping through the country side. People find themselves under several feet of water. If the authorities have enough warning, they do their best to get people out of the houses to stop them being trapped. That is the kind of work John the Baptist was doing. We don’t usually think of preachers going around making that kind of announcement. Even Politicians don’t usually tell us things are getting urgent.  The people believed John and came for a different type of flooding: baptism, being plunged into the river Jordan. 
But what was the emergency?  Rome had ruled the area for about 100 years by fear and oppression. Popular movements of resistance had come and gone, in some cases brutally put down. Everyone knew things could not go on as they were. Something had to happen. 

Devoted Jews longed for a new word from God. Many expected that a movement would begin where God renewed the age old covenant, bringing Israel out of slavery into a new freedom. When John appeared the people were ready to listen.
Baptism, plunging into the River Jordan, was a powerful sign of renewal. Israel had worshipped idols and now wanted to return to their God by repenting. Hence John’s agenda: a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. John was doing what the prophet Isaiah had said: preparing a pathway for the Lord. 

John was not also satisfied with a mere outward ritual. God was coming to bring salvation because he is holy and a faithful God who wants to keep the covenant with his people. God comes to bring judgment as well as mercy. 
Christian living is therefore more than just repentance. 
If people were coming for baptism, they were committing themselves to the God of Israel and his justice. If you have 2 cloaks, give one away, if you have too much food, give it away. John could see the rich getting richer and the poor poorer. A start had to be made to change things. Tax collectors were to collect only what was appropriate and not line their pockets with more. Soldiers are not to complain about low wages and use it as an excuse for thuggery, for robbery and pillage. 
John is not just a moral reformer, he is the herald of the Messiah.  The Messiah is coming with judgment and will bring justice to the world. Herod Antipas had an affair with Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip. She later divorced Philip (it was unheard of in Jewish law to divorce) and married Herod Antipas. John’s denunciation of this adultery was not just moral criticism but also suggesting that Herod was not a king and God’s anointed would not behave like this. 



(Notes adapted from LUKE FOR EVERYONE by TOM WRIGHT SPCK 2001)

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Why did Luke bother to list all the political and religious figures in verse 1&2?
2. What kind of person was John the Baptist? What is the content of his message?  What do you learn from John? 

3. How important is John’s role of preparing the way for the Lord?

4. What is repentance?  What is the relationship between repentance and action? 

5. Why was John locked up and later beheaded?  Why did God allow this? 

6. Who have been the John the Baptists in your life and led you to Christ? 

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

HOME WORK

Please read 
LUKE 3:21-38
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