A STUDY REFLECTION ON LUKE’S GOSPEL

SESSION NINE:   LUKE 3:21-38
JESUS’ BAPTISM & GENEALOGY
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

THE TEXT: 
LUKE 3:21-38   (NRSV) 
JESUS’ BAPTISM & GENEALOGY 
[Luke 3:21] 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 

praying, the heaven was opened,

[Luke 3:22] 
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 

heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased."

[Luke 3:23] 
Jesus was about thirty years old when he began his work. He was the son (as was thought) of 

Joseph son of Heli,

[Luke 3:24] 
son of Matthat, son of Levi, son of Melchi, son of Jannai, son of Joseph,

[Luke 3:25] 
son of Mattathias, son of Amos, son of Nahum, son of Esli, son of Naggai,

[Luke 3:26] 
son of Maath, son of Mattathias, son of Semein, son of Josech, son of Joda,

[Luke 3:27] 
son of Joanan, son of Rhesa, son of Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, son of Neri,

[Luke 3:28] 
son of Melchi, son of Addi, son of Cosam, son of Elmadam, son of Er,

[Luke 3:29] 
son of Joshua, son of Eliezer, son of Jorim, son of Matthat, son of Levi,

[Luke 3:30] 
son of Simeon, son of Judah, son of Joseph, son of Jonam, son of Eliakim,

[Luke 3:31] 
son of Melea, son of Menna, son of Mattatha, son of Nathan, son of David,

[Luke 3:32] 
son of Jesse, son of Obed, son of Boaz, son of Sala, son of Nahshon,

[Luke 3:33] 
son of Amminadab, son of Admin, son of Arni, son of Hezron, son of Perez, son of Judah,

[Luke 3:34] 
son of Jacob, son of Isaac, son of Abraham, son of Terah, son of Nahor,

[Luke 3:35] 
son of Serug, son of Reu, son of Peleg, son of Eber, son of Shelah,

[Luke 3:36] 
son of Cainan, son of Arphaxad, son of Shem, son of Noah, son of Lamech,

[Luke 3:37] 
son of Methuselah, son of Enoch, son of Jared, son of Mahalaleel, son of Cainan,

[Luke 3:38] 
son of Enos, son of Seth, son of Adam, son of God.

QUIETLY RE-READ THESE VERSES & THINK ABOUT THEM

What is happening in the reading?    What key words speak to you?   

REFLECTION ON LUKE 3:21-38
The Jews were particularly conscience of ancestry with good reason.  God had made promises to Abraham and his family for ever, and through wars, enforced exiles, and attempted genocide, they clung (as they still do) to their memories and stories of ancestry as to a lifeline. Although the genealogy is tedious to the modern reader, they were vital to the people at the time. They needed to know who they were, which meant knowing which part of the people of Israel they belonged to. 
It seems surprising that we have not one but two quite different family trees for Jesus. Matthew begins his book with a list of names from Abraham to Jesus. Luke now includes a list of names working back from Jesus, through Abraham, to Adam and hence to God himself.  The odd thing is that the lists don’t match. Luke has many more generations between Jesus and Abraham, and although some stages are the same, the list part company altogether between David (around 1000BC) and Salathiel and his son Zerubbabel (after the exile), and then between Zerubbabel and Joseph.  Even the name of Joseph’s father is different.  In any case what is the point of a genealogy of Joseph, when both Matthew and Luke insist that he was in fact not Jesus’ physical father?  Most learned scholars have struggled to give good answers to this question. 

It is thought that they traced their descendants through different routes. Luke, it seems, has come upon a family tree which he presents without comment, simply to declare that Jesus was indeed not only a true Jew, but a descendant of David – part of the royal family. He was counted as Joseph’s adopted son. Mary is the cousin of Elizabeth and probably came from a priestly family.

It is best to see the family tree, stretching back to the creation of the world, as a way of saying that, though Jesus is indeed the Messiah of Israel, he is also precisely for the whole world. All creation, the whole human race, will benefit from what he has come to do. This global scope to God’s purpose is in the background as Jesus is baptized by John. Jesus prayed at his baptism and this is part of the constant picture of Jesus that he was a man of prayer. A voice from heaven confirms his messianic calling. The heavenly voice echoes words of Isaiah the prophet, commissioning the Messiah as the servant, the one who will suffer and die for the people and the world.  The Spirit gives Jesus the encouragement and strength he needs to begin his short public career. 
Together the baptism story and family tree tell us where Jesus has come from, who he is and where he is going.



(Notes adapted from LUKE FOR EVERYONE by TOM WRIGHT SPCK 2001)

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What do you know of your family history? Who are the heroes and who are the black sheep?

Who in your family were godly?  How would you like to be remembered in your family?
2. In the genealogy of Jesus, what names do you recognise?  What do you remember about them?

3. Have you been to a baptism recently and what did you find memorable?

4. What was special at Jesus’ baptism? 
CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

HOME WORK

Please read 
LUKE  4:1-13
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