A STUDY REFLECTION ON LUKE’S GOSPEL

SESSION TEN:   LUKE 4:1-13
TEMPTATION IN THE WILDERNESS
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

THE TEXT: 
LUKE 4:1-13   (NRSV) 
TEMPTATION IN THE WILDERNESS
[Luke 4:1] 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 


wilderness,

[Luke 4:2] 
where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and 

when they were over, he was famished.

[Luke 4:3] 
The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of 


bread."

[Luke 4:4] 
Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'One does not live by bread alone.'"

[Luke 4:5] 
Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.

[Luke 4:6] 
And the devil said to him, "To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been 

given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please.

[Luke 4:7] 
If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours."

[Luke 4:8]
 Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.'"

[Luke 4:9] 
Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to 

him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here,

[Luke 4:10] 
for it is written, 'He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,'

[Luke 4:11] 
and 'On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.'"

[Luke 4:12] 
Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"

[Luke 4:13] 
When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.
QUIETLY RE-READ THESE VERSES & THINK ABOUT THEM

What is happening in the reading?    What key words speak to you?   

REFLECTION ON LUKE 4:1-13
Jesus was not superman. Many people see Jesus as a kind of Christian version of a movie character, able to do what ever he wanted. In the movies, superman looks like an ordinary human being, but really isn’t. Underneath the disguise he is all powerful.  That’s not the picture of Jesus we get in the New Testament.
Luke has just reminded us of Jesus membership in the family of Adam. If Jesus is a descendant of Adam, he must now face not only what Adam faced but the powers that have been unleashed through human rebellion and sin. 
After his baptism, Jesus faced the double question:  what does it mean to be God’s son in this special unique way?  and what sort of messiahship was he to pursue?   There had been other would-be prophets who did not last long or were cut down by Roman or Herodian troops. These prophets had promised signs from heaven and God’s saving power. 
The three temptations are an answer to these questions. The devil’s voice is plausible, attractive and makes a lot of sense. God can’t want his son famished with hunger. If God wants Jesus to become sovereign over the world, than why not go for it in one easy stride? If Jesus is Israel’s Messiah, why not prove it by spectacular displays of power?

There are echoes in this story of Adam and Eve in the garden, with the serpent whispering plausible lies about God. There are also echoes of the wilderness and Israel coming out of Egypt, with God declaring that Israel is his son, but Israel grumbled for bread, flirted with idolatry and continually put God to the test. Now Jesus, coming through the waters of baptism as God’s unique son, faces the question: how is he to be Israel’s king? How can he deliver Israel? How can he bring real liberty, not just from Rome but also from the devil? 
Jesus responds to the devil by not arguing but quoting the scriptures. The passage he draws on comes from the story of Israel in the wilderness, he is going to succeed where Israel failed. Physical needs and wants are important but loyalty to God is more important still. Jesus is to become the world’s true Lord, but it is by humble service not status and power. Trust in God doesn’t mean acting stupidly to force God into doing a spectacular rescue. The power Jesus has, which will shortly be displayed, is to be used for restoring others to life and strength and not for cheap stunts.  His status as God’s son  commits him, not to showy prestige, but to humility, service and finally death. The enemy will return to test this resolve again.   
We are unlikely to be tested in the same way, but every Christian will be tested. We need to recognize the voices of attractive lies, and distinguish them from the voice of God. 




(Notes adapted from LUKE FOR EVERYONE by TOM WRIGHT SPCK 2001)

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. How comfortable are you on high places?   What is your most vivid memory of being in a high place?
2. For each of the three temptations, what was the nature of the temptation?  What might have appealed to Jesus?  What would have been the price if he yielded? 
3. How were the three temptations similar?  Different?  

4. If the devil had three chances at you, what temptations would he use? How do these compare with Jesus’ temptations?  What have you found most helpful in resisting the devil? 

5. What do you believe about the devil? 
CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

HOME WORK

Please read 
LUKE  4:14-30
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