A STUDY REFLECTION ON LUKE’S GOSPEL

SESSION 12:   LUKE 4:31-44
JESUS’ AUTHORITIVE HEALINGS
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

THE TEXT: 
LUKE 4:31-44   (NRSV) 
JESUS’ AUTHORITIVE HEALINGS
[Luke 4:31] 
He went down to Capernaum, a city in Galilee, and was teaching them on the sabbath.

[Luke 4:32] 
They were astounded at his teaching, because he spoke with authority.

[Luke 4:33] 
In the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out 

with a loud voice,

[Luke 4:34] 
"Let us alone! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? 

I know who you are, the Holy One of God."

[Luke 4:35] 
But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent, and come out of him!" When the demon had thrown 

him down before them, he came out of him without having done him any harm.

[Luke 4:36] 
They were all amazed and kept saying to one another, "What kind of utterance is this? For with 

authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and out they come!"

[Luke 4:37] 
And a report about him began to reach every place in the region.

[Luke 4:38] 
After leaving the synagogue he entered Simon's house. Now Simon's mother-in-law was 


suffering from a high fever, and they asked him about her.

[Luke 4:39] 
Then he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. Immediately she got up and 


began to serve them.

[Luke 4:40] 
As the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various kinds of diseases 

brought them to him; and he laid his hands on each of them and cured them.

[Luke 4:41] 
Demons also came out of many, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" But he rebuked them and 

would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the Messiah.

[Luke 4:42] 
At daybreak he departed and went into a deserted place. And the crowds were looking for him; 

and when they reached him, they wanted to prevent him from leaving them.

[Luke 4:43] 
But he said to them, "I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other cities 

also; for I was sent for this purpose."

[Luke 4:44] 
So he continued proclaiming the message in the synagogues of Judea.

QUIETLY RE-READ THESE VERSES & THINK ABOUT THEM

What is happening in the reading?    What key words speak to you?   

REFLECTION ON LUKE 4:31-44
The little town of Capernaum is a fishing village on the north shore of the sea of Galilee. People were coming in a hurry because Jesus began doing Jesus had made it his home after leaving Nazareth. Peter & Andrew, James & John had their homes and a small fishing business there. 
You can still walk into the ruined synagogue in Capernaum, where some of Jesus’ first remarkable healings to place. 
Many people in the modern world don’t believe in ‘demons.’  They are inclined to say that this sort of thing was simply a medical condition that people hadn’t diagnosed in Jesus’ day. Many others, however, know only too well that strange forces seem to be able to invade a personality, so that the person talks with a strange voice and has a haunted look in the eye.  It’s more than an illness of the mind and sometimes people in this condition do seen to know things that no one else does.  
There is no historical doubt that Jesus healed a good many people who were regarded as ‘possessed’. Such cures were not unusual. Elsewhere in the gospels and in the book of Acts, we find mention of exorcist working from within Judaism. But Jesus did what he did by a simple command. No magic formulae, no mumbo jumbo. He simply told the spirits to go and they went. That is what astonished people.  He didn’t have to summon up strange powers than his own, he just used the authority he already possessed in himself. And he did the same with the ordinary diseases, like the raging fever of Simon’s mother-in-law. 
Luke wants us to recognize what this is saying about Jesus. He was the “Son of God”, and the “Messiah”.  He was God’s anointed. The Lord’s Spirit was resting on him .



(Notes adapted from LUKE FOR EVERYONE by TOM WRIGHT SPCK 2001)

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1.  What do you believe about ‘demons’ and ‘evil spirits’?
2. What two facts about Jesus  impressed the people? What does this story say about Jesus?

3. What would Jesus cast out of your life, if you would let him? 

4. Who speaks with authority now?  What do you respect about them? 

5. Jesus often went off alone?  How important is it to be alone sometimes and to create balance in life? 

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

HOME WORK

Please read 
LUKE  5:1-11 
